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Prompt Palestinian American literary theorist and cultural 
critic Edward Said has written that “Exile is 
strangely compelling to think about but terrible to 
experience. It is the unhealable rift forced between a 
human being and a native place, between the self 
and its true home: its essential sadness can never 
be surmounted.” Yet Said has also said that exile 
can become “a potent, even enriching” experience. 

Select a character from the novel who experiences 
such a rift and becomes cut off from “home,” 
whether that home is the character’s birthplace, 
family, homeland, or other special place. Then 
analyze how the character's experience with exile 
is both alienating and enriching, and how this 
experience illuminates the meaning of the work as 
a whole. 



Meaning of the Prompt 

Exile 1) Choose a character from a novel who 
experiences exile/becomes cut off 
from home or any place that has 
special meaning to them 

2) Identify and describe how this 
experience is alienating

3) Identify and describe how this 
experience is enriching

4) Identify how this experience 
illuminates the meaning of the work as 
a whole  



Relation of the 
Prompt to Jane Eyre

Our prompt about the exile of a main character and 
their potential long term benefit from adapting to their 
new environment relates to Bronte’s Jane Eyre 
because throughout the novel Jane is

● Physically exiled from Gateshead, Thornfield, 
and Moorhouse 

and

● Emotionally exiled from the Reeds, her 
classmates, Rochester, and her newfound 
relatives at Moorhouse (Diana, Mary and St. 
John)

Without each of these so called exiles, even though 
some may be self inflicted, Jane would not have 
arrived at the mental, emotional, and physical 
destinations the novel concludes at.



Relation of the 
Prompt to Jane Eyre



Example from Jane 
Eyre

Analysis: 

● Brocklehurst and his confrontation to Jane in 
front of the school

● Social exile for Jane as Mr. Brocklehurst shuns 
her in front of the students and staff at Lowood 
Institution.

● Although Jane was an intelligent and kind girl, 
she was still seen as less to those around her 
because she was impoverished.

● Jane internally felt broken because of the way 
Brocklehurst spoke about her (“stifling my 
breath and constricting my throat”), but the 
realization that Helen did not believe the lies 
Brocklehurst told made Jane overcome her 
feelings and be stronger

“This is a sad, melancholy 
occasion; for it becomes my duty 
to warn you that this girl, who 
might be one of God’s own lambs, 
is a little castaway - not a member 
of the true flock, but evidently an 
interloper and an alien.” (Bronte 
59)



Example from Jane 
Eyre

● Jane forces herself to leave Thornfield and 
thus lead to her exile

● Conflicted with the guilt of abandoning Mr. 
Rochester and the heart-ache of putting her 
love for him aside to preserve her virtue and 
autonomy.

● On her own, threatened by starvation
● Finds solace at Moorhouse, teaches 

impoverished children; has intellectual 
freedom

● Never loses her independence and moral 
values throughout the novel

“I had injured, wounded, left my 
master. I was hateful in my own 
eyes. Still I could not turn, nor 
retrace one step. God must 
have led me on” (Bronte 374).



Example from Jane 
Eyre

“…should you admit her into Lowood 
school, I should be glad if the 
superintendent and teachers were 
requested to keep a strict eye on her, 
and , above all, to guard against her 
worst fault, a tendency to deceit.” “…for 
it was her nature to wound me cruelly: 
never was I happy in her presence” ( 
Bronte 27).

● Jane left Gateshead to go to Lowood.
● She had to leave the place where she’d been 

living ever since she was little.
●  She was sent to Lowood with no one 

familiar to take care of her.
● Mrs. Reed sent her to Lowood where she 

doesn’t know anybody. 
● Although she was at first alienated at the 

new place, she later found her best friend, 
Helen. Jane experienced friendship for the 
first time. 



Literary Devices from 
Jane Eyre q1 ● Jane had left Thornfield which eventually leads to 

her alienation in the moors

“Having crossed the marsh, I saw a trace of white over 
the moor. I approached it; it was a road or a track: it led 
straight up to the light, which now beamed from a sort of 
knoll, amidst a clump of trees…” ( Eyre 358).

● Ends up with no money, belongings, and shelter, 
she begs for food and roams tirelessly. 

● Jane collapses and believes death is imminent but 
luckily, St. John who lives in the house decides to 
take her in. 

From her experience at Moorhouse, she was enriched 
in many ways through her newfound family and 
inheritance.

Deus Ex Machina: an unexpected 
power or event saving a seemingly 
hopeless situation, especially as a 
contrived plot device in a play or novel.   

Moorhouse 



Literary Devices 
from Jane Eyre 

“‘I will make the world acknowledge you a beauty, too,’ 
he went on , while i really became uneasy at the strain 
he adopted, because i felt he was either deluding 
himself or trying to delude me. ‘I will attire my Jane in 
satin and lace, and she shall have roses in her hair; 
and I will cover the head I love best with a priceless 
veil.’” (Bronte 246)

● Rochester talks to Jane about wedding plans
● Jane loved Rochester very much, but at the 

same time, she felt uncomfortable with him 
changing her looks. She did not know whether 
to feel loved or annoyed at his gestures. 

● Jane now feels stripped of her independence as 
Rochester makes Jane dependent on him. Due 
to his patriarchy, she is exiled from what she 
cherished the most on her journey, being an 
independent woman that is able to travel and 
work.

Internal Conflict



Literary Devices 
from Jane Eyre 

“I tried again to sleep; but my heart beat anxiously: my 
inward tranquility was broken. The clock, far down the hall, 
struck two. Just then it seemed my chamber door was 
touched; as if fingers had swept the panels in groping a 
way along the dark gallery outside. I said, ‘Who’s there?’ 
Nothing answered.” (pg. 138)

● Bronte keeps Jane, and therefore the reader, on 
edge by drawing out and building up the mystery for 
the majority of the book, leading Jane to believe it is 
some demon or Grace Poole.

● When Jane finally finds out who the culprit is, she 
realizes that Rochester has been lying to her about 
the situation the whole time and that she has put so 
much of herself into her relationship with him that 
she has lost her sense of self.

● Had this mystery not been as drawn out, or if 
Rochester had been forthright about the terror in the 
halls, Jane might not have been forced to alienate 
and exile herself in order to re grasp individual 
identity. 

Suspense- the combined use of 
foreshadowing and diction by the 
author for an extended period of 
time to keep the reader interested 
and build curiosity



Similar Prompt Her psychological awakening motivates her to leave 
Lowood 

● After Miss Temple leaves Lowood to be 
married, Jane realizes that she wants to have 
freedom away from Lowood

● Bronte uses Jane’s epiphany as a plot device, 
leading to the events in Thornfield. 

Jane’s inner conflict compels her to leave Thornfield

● Jane refuses to become Rochester’s mistress 
and give up her virtue; forces herself to leave 
with barely any possessions  

● Bronte uses Jane’s flight from Thornfield as a 
suspenseful moment

Choose a significant event which is mental 
or psychological; for example, awakenings, 
discoveries, changes in consciousness. 
Describe how the author manages to give 
these internal events the sense of 
excitement, suspense, and climax usually 
associated with external action.



Significant Moment Relation to Prompt/ Significance

● No one could take care of Jane, she was treated 
horribly at Gateshead.

● Jane’s alienation was also due to her inferior 
social status in comparison to the Reed’s family. 
She’s an orphan.

● Aunt Reed’s harsh treatments further alienated 
Jane.

Example:

● Punishment: Red Room (mistreating)
● Isolated psychologically and physically

Meaning of The Work as A Whole:

● Social class has always played a role in 
Jane’s world. 

Jane Leaves Gateshead
 



Significant Moment
Relation to prompt:

● Jane exiles herself from Thornfield to leave 
Rochester 

● She ends up with no money or belongings 
and is alienated as she wanders unknown 
areas.

● Jane ends up living in the Moorhouse, which 
has led to her enlightenment on her feelings 
for Rochester and in finding her family 

Significance: 

● Jane living a humble life and nurturing good 
virtues by being the headmistress of a small 
village school, yet choosing her passion to 
go back to Rochester adds to the meaning of 
the work as a whole that passion leads Jane. 

Jane Leaves Thornfield 
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